
State Development

The Queensland Doh-lympics

I am but a mushroom, unable to solicit a rational response from authorities, reduced to 

synthesising my analysis on fragmented snippets of incomplete information. I apologise if on 

occasion the information proves to be less than accurate but it is the best I can manage. I join the 

dots and the picture that emerges is far from comforting. This presentation reflects my opinion and 

is not intended as a statement of facts.

Jan Arens

9th August 2008





In December 1993 approximately 6,800 hectares of land at Aldoga, north-west of Gladstone, 

was declared a state development area. The declaration followed an extensive review of land in 

the Gladstone region suitable for future large-scale industrial development.  

This land was considered broadly suitable for large-scale industrial development on the basis 

that it conformed to acceptable engineering, environment and social criteria, as identified in 

the Gladstone Industrial Land Use Study.  

The Gladstone State Development Area has been amended several times and now comprises 

approximately 28,000 hectares. Amendments include:  

¶ 1997: inclusion of the existing Yarwun Industrial Estate and a materials transportation 

and services corridor linking the Aldoga and Yarwun areas to Fisherman's Landing and 

the proposed Wiggins Island wharves.  

¶ 2001: inclusion of 4,600 hectares of state owned land adjacent to the Aldoga and 

Yarwun areas.  

¶ 2002: inclusion of 7,355 hectares of land at Targinie.  

¶ 2007: inclusion of three areas to facilitate more effective management, planning and 

control over industrial and infrastructure development (both existing and proposed) 

within the state development area.  

¶ July 2008:  the inclusion of three new areas.  

http://www.dip.qld.gov.au/land/gladstone.html
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Management issues in the Gladstone area include 

Åalienation of land with port frontageby industries not dependent on a coastal 

location, 

Åencroachment on the industrial area by incompatible land uses, and poor siting of 

industries, causing air emissionsto affect residential areas.

ÅInappropriate land use allocations in the past, 

Åa lack of long-term planning, and 

Åa current shortage of coastal industrial land are seen as compromising the 

industrial potential of the area. 

Source: AGC Woodward-Clyde (1993).

http://www.dip.qld.gov.au/land/gladstone.html



The GSDA is managed under a 

dedicated development scheme

merges individual governing regulations

designed to streamline the

project approvals process

facilitate timely and orderly provision of 

infrastructure needs.

So why SDA??

http://www.sd.qld.gov.au/dsdweb/docs-bin/invest/gsda_devscheme.pdf
http://www.gladstoneindustry.org.au/download/31/
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Combined 8,800 hectares, 

enough SDA for 40 smelters

http://www.dip.qld.gov.au/land/gladstone.html
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On 11 November 2004 the Australian newspaper had an article about Aldogain which it 

quoted the Queensland Minister for State Development, Tony McGrady, as saying:

Whether Aldogacontinues with this project is really a matter for Aldoga, but at this stage it does 

not look like Aldogawill go ahead with the project," Mr McGradysaid.

Doh!
The article went on to say that Aldoga....is now 51 per cent owned by Uzbekistani industrial 

tycoon AzamAslanovand his two sons, Amonand Firkat. The remaining 49 per cent of Aldogais 

held by a unit trust in which the Industrial Union of Donbassfrom the Ukraine has an interest. 

http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/Prod/Parlment/HansArt.nsf/V3Key/LC20041118020

http://www.dip.qld.gov.au/land/gladstone.html
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Nine years later, the year 2002

13,400 hectaresof ñState Development Landò and 

not one projectto show for it

Doh!
Australian Magnesium Corp take project to Stanwell because 

ñair-shed is fullò

Doh!
After the debacleof the Australian Magnesium Corpðwhen 

the Queensland and commonwealth governments lost $240 

million in taxpayers' fundsðboth governments were 

considerably more cautious about putting in government help for 

the Aldogaplan.

Doh!
http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/Prod/Parlment/HansArt.nsf/V3Key/LC20041118020

http://www.dip.qld.gov.au/land/gladstone.html






