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Curtis Island is Ecologically Significant

  
How can such a large portion of Curtis Island be considered ecologically important enough to warrant 
conversion to National Parks, State Forests and Conservation Reserves, yet only a few kilometres away on 
the same island, the Government considers this potentially environmentally damaging, heavy industry its 
best land use for the area? 

 

Natural Habitat Earmarked for Destruction

  
Existing National, State 
and Conservation Parks

 



 
Matters of National Environmental Significance

 
This part of the report summarises the matters of national environmental significance that may occur in, or 
may relate to, the area you nominated. Further information is available in the detail part of the report, which 
can be accessed by scrolling or following the links below. If you are proposing to undertake an activity that 
may have a significant impact on one or more matters of national environmental significance then you 
should consider the Administrative Guidelines on Significance - see  
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/assessmentsapprovals/guidelines/index.html.  

World Heritage Properties:

 
  1  

National Heritage Places:

 
  1   

Wetlands of International Significance:  (Ramsar Sites)   1  
Threatened Ecological Communities:

 

  2  
Threatened Species:

 

34  
Migratory Species:

 

34 

Threatened Species [ Dataset Information ]  Status Type of Presence 

Birds 
Epthianura crocea macgregori

  

Yellow Chat (Dawson)   Critically 
Endangered

  

Species or species habitat known to occur within area 

Erythrotriorchis radiatus 

 

Red Goshawk  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within area 

Geophaps scripta scripta

  

Squatter Pigeon (southern)  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within area 

Macronectes giganteus 

 

Southern Giant-Petrel  Endangered

 

Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Pterodroma neglecta neglecta

  

Kermadec Petrel (western)  Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Rostratula australis 

 

Australian Painted Snipe  Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Turnix melanogaster 

 

Black-breasted Button-quail  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within area 

Mammals  
Balaenoptera musculus 

 

Blue Whale   Endangered

  

Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Chalinolobus dwyeri 

 

Large-eared Pied Bat, Large Pied Bat  Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Dasyurus hallucatus 

 

Northern Quoll  Endangered

 

Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Megaptera novaeangliae 

 

Humpback Whale  Vulnerable Breeding known to occur within area 

Nyctophilus timoriensis (South-eastern form) 

 

Eastern Long-eared Bat 

 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Xeromys myoides 

 

Water Mouse, False Water Rat  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within area 

Reptiles 
Caretta caretta 

 

Loggerhead Turtle   Endangered

  

Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Chelonia mydas 

 

Green Turtle  Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Denisonia maculata 

 

Ornamental Snake  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within area 

Dermochelys coriacea 

 

Leathery Turtle, Leatherback Turtle, Luth  Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Egernia rugosa 

 

Yakka Skink  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within area 

Eretmochelys imbricata 

 

Hawksbill Turtle  Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Furina dunmalli 

 

Dunmall's Snake  Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Lepidochelys olivacea 

 

Pacific Ridley, Olive Ridley  Endangered

 

Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Natator depressus 

 

Flatback Turtle  Vulnerable Breeding known to occur within area 

Paradelma orientalis 

 

Brigalow Scaly-foot  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within area 

Rheodytes leukops 

 

Fitzroy Tortoise  Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Sharks 
Pristis zijsron 

 

Green Sawfish, Dindagubba, Narrowsnout Sawfish   Vulnerable  Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Rhincodon typus 

 

Whale Shark  Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area 

Plants  
Atalaya collina 

  

Endangered

  

Species or species habitat likely to occur within area 

Bosistoa selwynii 

 

Heart-leaved Bosistoa  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within area 

Bosistoa transversa 

 

Three-leaved Bosistoa  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within area 

Bulbophyllum globuliforme 

 

Miniature Moss-orchid  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within area 

Cupaniopsis shirleyana 

 

Wedge-leaf Tuckeroo  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within area 

Parsonsia larcomensis 

 

Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within area 

Quassia bidwillii 

 

Quassia  Vulnerable Species or species habitat likely to occur within area 

Taeniophyllum muelleri 

 

Minute Orchid, Ribbon-root Orchid  Vulnerable Species or species habitat may occur within area 

http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/assessmentsapprovals/guidelines/index.html


 
Contradiction?

   

Curtis Island Marine Park Zone

 

How can the Government do a deal to release land for an Eco-Resort at Turtle Street, 
being mindful of the environmental significance and sensitivity of the island and 
then turn around and release a huge chunk of this pristine wilderness for large scale 
environmentally detrimental industry within 5 kms?  

And how can you have a Habitat Protection Zone being Utilised for large scale toxic 
industry, it just doesn t make sense! 

Marine Park Habitat Protection 
Zone in the middle of proposed 
industry 

 

Where s the common 
sense? 



 
A History Of Incidents And Accidents

 
Marine Incidents Report 2007  Gladstone Region  

134 marine incidents were reported in the Gladstone region in 2007, five less than in 2006 but above the 
four-year average of 106 incidents. Of the 134 marine incidents recorded, 63 involved recreational vessels 
and 80 involved commercial vessels (including six hire and drive vessels). The higher level of involvement 
of commercial vessels in marine incidents in Gladstone region contrasts with the Gold Coast and Brisbane 
regions where recreational vessels were predominant. The high volume of commercial traffic at Gladstone 
harbour has undoubtedly contributed to this outcome.  

Commercial non-passenger vessels comprised 25.6 percent of vessels involved in reported incidents in the 
region in 2007 and were the most frequently involved vessel type. Of the 35 incidents involving commercial 
non-passenger vessels 14 were close call incidents reported by the same vessel.  

Unintentional grounding was the most common incident type reported in the Gladstone region in 2007 
accounting for 20.2 percent of the region s incidents. Collisions between ships accounted for 8.2 percent of 
reported incidents.  

The Gladstone region did not record any marine incident fatalities and only four serious injury incidents in 
2007. This represents a major improvement from 2006 when ten incidents resulted in the loss of four lives 
and seven people being hospitalised.  

Is Gladstone Harbour In Control?

 

Excerpts from the news -  

 

January 25, 2006  
Oil Spill in Great Barrier Reef Port Worst in 30 Years - More than 25 metric tons of heavy fuel oil 

spilled into waters of the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area

  

December 02, 2007  
Endeavour River, which ran aground in Gladstone Harbour after a near miss with a coal carrier.

   

December 18, 2007  
The bulk coal carrier, Grain Harvester , has run aground in Gladstone Harbour only two weeks after a 

major salvage operation refloated another stricken vessel from the channel.

  

AND WE WANT TO ADD LNG TANKER 
SHIPS TO THIS EQUATION? 



 
LNG  A Disaster Waiting to Happen?

 
LNG is not flammable so long as it stays in its "Thermos Bottle"  

But upon breach of its bottle it rapidly becomes an ignitable vapour cloud that will drift downwind 
- on shore billowing and spreading as it becomes ignitable. 

Once the gas dispersion level reaches anywhere between 5% to 15% of Gas to Oxygen, it will 
ignite from any source it encounters:  cell phone, cigarette lighter, light switch, auto or boat engine 
spark plug, carpet spark, etc

  

Result: Fiery Mass Destruction

  

LNG Tanker Energy Equivalent  
The energy content of a single standard LNG tanker  

(one hundred twenty-five thousand cubic meters) 

is equivalent to seven-tenths of a megaton of TNT, 
or about fifty-five Hiroshima bombs.

 

Part 2 Disasters Waiting to Happen / Chapter 8: Liquefied Natural Gas, at page 88  
[ First Prepared as a US Pentagon Study ] By Lovins & Lovins  July 2008 

 

West Australia s recent Gas explosion is an example of the risk to the residents of 
Gladstone and the environment of Curtis Island and its National Parks and unique 
environment and if allowed to proceed would exhibit a lack of Duty of Care by the 
Queensland Government.  



 
LNG A Proven History of Disasters

 
LNG accidents within the past 40 years: 

 
Methane Princess Spill, 1965.  

 
Jules Verne Spill, May 1965.  

 
La Spezia, Italy, 1971.  

 
Montreal East, Quebec, Canada, 
1972.   

 

Staten Island Tank Fire, USA, 1973.   

 

Massachusetts Barge Spill, July 
1974.  

 

Aquarius Spill, September 1977.  

 

Das Island, United Arab Emirates, 
March 1978.  

 

Cove Point, Maryland, 1979.  

 

Mostafa Ben Bouliad Spill, April 
1979.  

 

Pollenger Spill, April 1979.  

 

Bontang, Indonesia, 1983.  

 

Nevada Test Site, Mercury, NV, 1987.  

 

Bachir Chihani, Hull Cracking, 1990.  

 

Mediterranean Off Gibraltar, Minor 
LNG Carrier "Collision," November 
13, 2002.  

Gladstone Contamination Risk

  
Algeria, LNG Facility Explosion, January 
19, 2004.  

 
Trinidad Tobago, June 13, 2004.  

 
Belgium, July 31, 2004. "Debris from the 
initial explosion was found up to four miles 
away" (BBC video) 

 

Norway, September 20, 2004.  

 

USA, March 2005. LNG Causes Pipeline 
Leaks  

 

Nigeria, August 2005. Nigeria LNG 
pipeline explosion 

 

India, September 17, 2005. Mishap at 
Dahej LNG unit, supply hit 

 

Savannah, GA   March 14, 2006. Near-
miss shuts down LNG imports on Elba 

 

Trinidad & Tobago,  May 18, May 21 & 
June 6, 2006. FIRE AT LNG PLANT 
Trinidad News,Trinidad and Tobago 

 

Ship carrying liquid gas burns off Jordan 
July 13, 2006. Jordan Liquid-Gas Ship 
Mishap Injures 19 All Headline News 

 

LNG Tanker Adrift Off Cape Cod Needs 
Rescue  February 11, 2008.    



  
ALERT: MARITIME SECURITY (GAO REPORT) 

 
- LNG Tankers Vulnerable  & Security Resources Lacking

  
LNG Tankers face three main types of threats - suicide attacks, 'standoff' attacks, and armed assaults 
resulting in severe threat to public safety, environmental, and energy supply chain. The Congressional 
report further admonishes that the US Coast Guard - the lead federal agency for maritime security - has 
insufficient resources to meet its own self-imposed security standards.    Government Accountability Office Report Jan 
2008 

Is the Australian Defense Force & Coast Guard prepared? 

  

A Typical LNG Tanker is longer than 3 football fields 

LNG Tankers Manoeuvrability 
LNG Tankers are 12-stories high, can travel at 20 Knots & require 5 Miles to halt  
According to a retired LNG transport ship captain who served as a ship's captain for two decades.  the 
ships are massive -  Smith said it took him five miles to bring a ship to a halt

  

Portland Press Herald, September 25, 2003    

LNG Tanker Hulls and Containers Block Forward View For 3/4 of a Mile 
"His position in the wheelhouse was at the rear of the ship behind the five bulbous LNG containers. The hull 
and containers blocked off Smith's forward view for three-quarters of a mile, making it impossible to know 
for sure if other ships were in the way." 

"Going through the Malacca Strait (between the island of Sumatra and Malaysia) is much harder because 
there's so much traffic. I had near-collisions every time I went through there. The prospect of hitting a large 
ship is a nightmare."   Reflections of an LNG Skipper, Times Record 2/26/04  



  
Purpose of SDA Land Use Designations 

  
The Gladstone State Development Area is divided into land use designations. The designations 
are shown on Map GSDA_001_056.  

Curtis Island Precinct: 

   
To encourage the establishment of industrial development that is of national, State or regional 
significance. In particular large scale, large plant footprint industrial development that requires access 
to strategic port logistics and maritime facilities.   

 

To manage and develop the area in an appropriate manner recognising that this area may include land 
uses other than industry.   

 

To provide for infrastructure that may or may not be associated with activities within the Gladstone 
State Development Area.   

 

To have regard to strategic plans of development and physical characteristics of the land when 
considering the location of the industrial development.   

 

To provide scope for buffering of industrial activities to sensitive land uses.   

 

To encourage and promote industry having regard to the cultural heritage values of the Curtis Island 
Precinct.   

 

To provide for the management of waste from industry.   

 

To provide for transport linkages to other areas of the GSDA and surrounding transport networks.  

 

Does industry belong here?

 



  
Destruction Permitted

  
Schedule 7  Curtis Island Precinct  

Land Use that the Coordinator-General May Approve  
Use  
designation  

Uses that are 
considered highly 
likely to meet the 
purpose of the 
land use 
designation  

Uses that may 
meet the 
purpose of the 
land use 
delegation  

Uses that are 
considered likely to 
compromise the 
purpose of the land 
use designation  

Curtis Island Precinct  Bulk stores  
Heavy industry  
Liquid fuel depot  
Materials transport 
infrastructure  
Medium industry  
Noxious or 
hazardous industry  
Public utility  
Recycling industry  
Special use  
Waste management 

 

Agriculture  
Agricultural 
building  
Caretaker s 
residence  
Commercial 
premises  
Crushing plant  
Extractive Industry 

 

Forestry  
Light industry  
Rural industry  
Service industry  
Service station  
Warehouse  

All other uses not 
specified in 
Column 2a or 2b. 

  

Noxious or hazardous industry  
Premises used or intended for use for the purpose of conducting any industry which, by reasons of the 
process or materials involved, or the method of manufacture, or the nature of the processes or materials 
used or produced, requires isolation from other buildings or areas of human activity or occupation because 
of the detrimental effect which such processes or materials might have on the amenity of such areas, or the 
health of its occupants, and including, but not limited to, those industries included in Appendix IV hereto:-   

APPENDIX IV  
Abattoirs (other than poultry)  
Animals by-products manufacturing  
Bacon factories  
Bone mills  
Canneries  
Cement and lime works  
Chemical works  
Explosive works   

Fertilizer works  
Flammable liquid manufacturing  
Gas works  
Petrol and oil refineries  
Poultry abattoirs (more than 500 birds per week)  
Preserving works  
Sanitary depots  
Slaughter houses  

Liquid fuel depot  
Premises used or intended to be used for the storage and distribution of flammable or combustible liquids, 
where such premises are required to be licensed in accordance with the Dangerous Goods Safety 
Management Regulation 2001; the term does not include a service station as herein defined.  

Special use  
Premises used or intended for use for:-  
(1) Federal Government purposes;  
(2) State Government purposes;  
(3) Local Government purposes;  
(4) Semi-Governmental purposes;  
(5) Cemeteries or crematoria;  
(6) Any other public purpose not specifically included in any other definition contained in this Part.  

Waste management  
Means a use of land for the management of waste material from industry.  

The fine print 
Noxious Hazardous  
Waste Management 
special use 



 
There is a safe & ecological alternative . Port Alma

    

The alternative would: 

 

Mitigate the risk to residents 

 

Reduce the stress and incidents on Gladstone 
harbour 

 

Protect the sensitive ecosystems of Curtis 
Island 



 
Pristine Environment to Industrial Wasteland, 

 
Increased Pollution, Additional Health Risks .

 
Who Will Take Responsibility ? 


